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Senn/Truman Science Program 
Completes Second Year Ms. Susan Lofton assumed the posi-

tion of Acting Principal of Senn High 
School on May 3. Ms. Lofton began 
her career as an English teacher at 
Juarez High School. More recently 
she has been the Curriculum Direc-
tor and Assistant Principal at Stein-
metz. She will serve as SennÕs Acting 
Principal through the remainder of 
the school year.  She is focusing her 
efforts on safety, academics, and 
school spirit.  

College and Career 
Day

Over fifty colleges and invited health 
care professionals were present to 
meet our students on Friday, May 14 
at SennÕs annual College and Career 
Fair.  Students were actively engaged 
investigating their career interests, 
college admissions requirements, and 
scholarship opportunities.  All stu-
dents completed an Individual Learn-
ing Plan as part of Chicago Public 
Schools College Readiness Initia-
tives.  Nicholas Senn High School 
is committed to having all students 
prepare for college.

Welcome Ms. Lofton

Student Records Act
Under the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act and the Illinois 
School Student Records Act, all Chi-
cago public schools are required to 
notify parents and legal guardians of 
the confidentiality statement regard-
ing their rights with respect to their 
childrenÕs educational records.  

Parents and legal guardians have 
the right to review, obtain copies, 
petition to correct, and limit the 
release of their childrenÕs school 
records.  If you would like a copy 
of these rights, please contact Mr. 
Dan Svoboda, Senn Case Manager, 
at 773-534-2364.

Senn has completed its second year 
of a collaborative partnership with 
Truman College to provide science 
enrichment classes for selected 
AVID sophomore and junior students. 
Begun in 2008 with twenty-six stu-
dents, the program now has seventy-
five participants. During this school 
year the junior students, working with 
Dr. Raymund Torralba from Truman 
and Mrs.Garg from Senn, completed 
the Chemistry component of the 
Program. Two sophomore groups 
completed the Biology rotation led 
by Dr. Diaz de Leon from Truman 

and Mr. Koulias from Senn. Students 
participated in various lab activities, 
from extracting human DNA to dis-
secting pigs. Next year these sopho-
mores will participate a Chemistry 
rotation and two new groups of AVID 
sophomores will be enrolled in the 
Biology component. Participation 
in this program enhances the Senn 
science curriculum with hands-on, 
inquiry-based learning in a college 
setting, use of the Truman College 
labs and equipment, coaching in 
research strategies, and lab report 
writing.

Local School Council
The Senn Local School meets on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. in room 115 of the school. Please 
join us. We look forward to seeing you 
and we welcome your input.

FREE tutoring services next 
school year. See enclosed 
letter.

SENN Website
Visit the Senn website at 
www.sennhs.org



Dear Parents and Friends of Nicholas Senn High School,

As I write my final letter to the members of the Nicholas Senn High School 
community, I think of two things that best describe my thoughts.  One is the 
biblical phrase that ÒFor everything there is a season.Ó  The other is the words 
in Dr. Martin Luther King’s final public speech, “I have been to the mountain-
top and I have seen the Promised Land.Ó  
 The five years that I have spent as principal of Senn have been a truly re-
warding experience.  I have worked with dedicated faculty and staff, committed 
parents and guardians, and hardworking and industrious students.  It has been 
an honor for me to be associated with this school.  The time has come for me to 
hand over the reins to new leadership.  I only hope that we as a school com-
munity have been able to move forward in our goal of providing a world class 
educational experience for the students we serve.  
 As I reflect upon my time as principal we can be justly proud of a number 
of accomplishments.  Senn has tripled the number of AP courses available to 
our students.  The International Baccalaureate program has grown and been 
recognized by the Chicago Public Schools as worthy of expanding to include a 
Middle Years Program to join the highly successful Diploma Program.  AVID 
has twice been nationally certified in its brief three years of existence.  AVID 
also was the recipient of a four-year, $400,000 educational grant from AT&T.  
New science and computer labs have been built including state of the art equip-
ment such as smart boards and iPADs for student use.  A new athletic field is 
available for our sports teams.  The entire community is enjoying the state of 
the art Senn Hall.  A new elevator was installed and Senn will undergo con-
struction on a new $11 million HVAC system this summer.  Our students are 
certainly benefiting from the investment of the past five years.
 Senn has also embarked on an outreach program to our neighbors in the 
immediate community.  Senn students are involved in cleaning neighborhood 
beaches, planting trees, flowers, and shrubs in neighborhood parks, providing 
services for senior citizens such as snow shoveling in winter, raking leaves in 
the fall, and singing at senior centers.  This school-community partnership was 
best demonstrated by the Senn International Festival at Senn Hall on Wednes-
day, April 21.  More than 700 people attended the first evening performance 
of the Senn International Festival in recent memory.  The attendees included 
students, parents, faculty, staff, alumni, and neighbors in a celebration of the 
diversity which makes Senn the unique place that it is.  The Senn Fine Arts Fair 
will celebrate its fifth year May 22nd.  
 As I move on to the next phase in my life, I can do so knowing that Senn is 
a strong and vital institution.  I also can reflect on my good fortune to have had 
so many committed individuals make this renaissance possible.  This, however, 
is not the end, but the beginning.  As I move off into my own sunset, I know 
that a new day is dawning for Senn.  The future, as I see it, is bright and full of 
possibilities.  While I may not get there with you, please know that I have been 
to the mountaintop and seen the Promised Land.  I know that as a school Senn 
will get there and enjoy the fruits of the labors of the people that have gone 
before you.  
 Thank you again for a wonderful five years as principal of Senn.  I am con-
fident that the school shall continue to thrive and prosper as it enters its second 
century of service to the community in which we all live.

Sincerely,

Mar k  Your  Ca lendar

May 31  Memorial Day Holiday
June 8 & 9  Semester Exams
June 16  Last day of class for students
June 18  Report cards distributed 
     to students
  Last day of school

AVID Receives Certification
Senn High School is proud to announce 
that its AVID Program has been certi-
fied for the second year in a row.  
Having reached this benchmark allows 
the school to pursue its goal of becom-
ing an AVID Demonstration School. 
AVID is an enrichment program that 
prepares students for college eligibility 
and success.  Academically average 
students enroll in the AVID elec-
tive class which emphasizes writing, 
inquiry, note-taking and tutoring.  The 
parent-student commitment is a strong 
component of the program. AVID 
prepares students for the rigor of high 
school honors and AP classes as well 
as the challenges of college course-
work.

Practice Tests
During the week of May 17, all 9th 
and 10th grade students took practice 
tests to begin preparing for the Prairie 
State Achievement Exam (PSAE), a 
graduation requirement that students 
complete in the 11th grade. Our 9th 
graders took the PLAN, Work Keys 
Reading and Work Keys Math tests. 
Our 10th graders took a complete 
practice PSAE test: the ACT, Work 
Keys Reading, Work Keys Math, and 
the ISBE Science Exam. We believe 
that taking practice tests gives students 
familiarity with the testing format and 
procedures. This, in turn, gives the 
students confidence when they have 
to take the real assessment. 

Congratulations, Senn 
Students!
Congratulations to the more than 250 
students who had a 3.0 average at the 
end of the third marking period. Their 
names appear on the Honor Roll list 
posted outside the main office. Special 
congratulations to the students who re-
ceived straight AÕs for the third mark-
ing period.  They are Ambila Chauhan, 
Sana Iqbal, Nilima Manandhar, Dani 
Romta, and Shshank Karn.


